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Presentation of the Marshall and Warren Medal
to Professor Masahiro Asaka by Professor Axon

XXVIth International Workshop on Helicobacter and
related bacteria in chronic digestive inflammation and
gastric cancer

September 12-14 Madrid, Spain

Ladies and gentlemen, is an enormous pleasure to have
been invited by the European Helicobacter Study Group
to present the Marshall and Warren Medal to Professor
Masahiro Asaka of Hokkaido University.

This is the ninth Medal to be awarded. It is presented
each year to a senior research Scientist or Physician in
recognition of outstanding and distinguished work in the
field of Microbiology and Gastroenterology. The medal is
a beautiful ornament engraved with the images of Barry
Marshall and Robin Warren the two Nobel Laureates,
on the obverse side and an engraving of a culture of
Helicobacter pylori on the reverse side.

Professor Asaka was for many years Chairman and
Professor of the Department of Gastroenterology at
Hokkaido University and more recently Professor of
Cancer Prevention. He is also President of the Japanese
Society for Helicobacter research.

Professor Asaka is the author of over four hundred and

fifty scientific papers, but it is not for this achievement



that he is receiving this award; it is in recognition of
the unflagging efforts he has made to encourage a policy
to eliminate gastric cancer from Japan. Those of us who
were privileged to listen to his superb lecture at the
beginning of our meeting entitled “Roadmap to eliminate
Gastric cancer in Japan” will understand the way he
intends for this to be achieved. If successful, other
countries with a high incidence of the disease will follow
his lead. We look forward to a time when Helicobacter
pylori has been eradicated from the Earth and Gastric

cancer is no longer a curse to humankind.

Previous awards of the Marshall and Warren Medal have

been made to:

2006 Barry Marshall, Perth, Australia and Stanislav
Koturek, Cracow, Poland

2007 Mike Dixon, Leeds UK

2008 Timo Kosunen, Helsinki, Finland

2009 Pelayo Correa, Nashville, TN, USA

2010 Reinhold Stockbrugger, Maastricht, Netherlands

2011 Samy Cadranel, Brussels, Belgium

2012 Richard Hunt, Hamilton, ON, Canada
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