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The International Relations Office of the Faculty of Medicine issues a newsletter "VIS" to send out a live message from our

international students and to promote the exchange of cultural information from different countries. We hope this letter

helps to cultivate intercultural communications and put international exchanges into action. (quoted from VIS Vol. 1)
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Sapporo is awesome
LIRS RS !

Juraj Sabi¢
HUSTEP (Hokkaido University Short-term

Exchange Program) 2012/2013
Student (Croatia)

h

Coming to Japan on the HUSTEP program
was my first experience to travel outside of my
home country of Croatia and Europe.
Exploring Sapporo and Hokkaido made me
fall in love with them almost instantly. While
making a one-month trip around Japan
during the spring vacation, | got to know the
rich variety of different Japanese regions. After
returning to Hokkaido, | realized how amazing
and special it is, even in the context of Japan
itself. An important part of what made the last
year so great for me was bonding with
incredibly cool people, some of whom will

undoubtedly become life-long friends.

Visiting an elementary school, spending a
weekend in a Buddhist temple, going
snowshoeing and hiking, living in Keiteki
dormitory, experiencing hanami, biking to
Otaru, participating in Hokudai-sai --- these are
all memories that will stay with me wherever |

go and on whichever path | choose to follow. |

sincerely hope the journey of life will

eventually lead me back to Sapporo.
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Cultural Bridges
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Doddy Juli Irawan

Msc Student of Hokkaido University

Graduate School of Environmental Science:

(Indonesia)

HUISA Helps

VVhen | was offered the opportunity to
pursue a master degree on a scholarship in
Japan, | was very surprised and excited.
However, before | came to Japan | was
worried because | am only able to speak
English and my mother language of
Indonesian. However, after | joined a
Japanese language program at the
International Student Center of Hokkaido
University, and my Japanese language
ability gradually improved. | also joined a
“home stay” program, which gave me an
experience to learn Japanese culture and
to practice my Japanese language skills

with a Japanese family.
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Delnur Anwar

PhD student of Hokkaido University
Graduate School of Medicine
(China, Uyghur)
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l have been a member of the Hokkaido
University International Student Association
(HUISA) since September, 2011. | enjoy trips
and events they organize for international
students. | became the culture secretary of
HUISA in October, 2012, and helped
organize the culture festival in December.
All performances were great, including the
Uyghur dance from my hometown in China,
which | did with other Uyghur girls. This
year, I'm the treasurer for HUISA. Hokkaido
University International Food Festival was
HUISA's biggest event. Separating garbage
was a difficult task, however, | enjoyed

working with HUISA members.

The excellent education program | have
entered, combined with Japanese unique
culture, has created a good study
atmosphere for me in Japan. | hope to be a
bridge between Indonesia and Japan in the
future, with the aim of cross promoting
education and culture.
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| hope we can make the life of international
students at Hokudai happy and meaningful.
HIF20MENBICEZERES
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Furubira world camp
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Devon Dublin

PhD student of Hokkaido University
Graduate School of Environmental
Science (Guyana)

Beautiful scenery, cool sea breeze, warm
sunshine, clear blue skies and more were
shared between international students
from Hokkaido University and the residents
of Furubira on June 22 and 23, 2013. This
welcoming village is home to hospitable
Japanese families eager to share and learn
from the rest of the world. The Mayor, Mr.
Honma in his welcoming address noted
that the students represented almost every
continent in the world. Teams made up.of
residents including children as youngas
five years old and students competed.in
several games. The highlight was a cultural
event where song and dance from around
the globefilled the air alongside a raging
campfire. On the last day, most of those
involved in a heated park golf race were

reluctant to leave the game unfinished to

leave for Sapporo. | hope such exchanges
would be a long lasting tradition.
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